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The proposal
An outstanding visitor experience in the heart
of New Zealand is planned by Riverstone
Holdings Ltd.

The proposal is for a unique journey linking
Queenstown to Lake Te Anau incorporating a
catamaran, all terrain vehicle and monorail.

The Fiordland Link Experience will capture the
very essence of ÔPure New ZealandÕ Ð glacial
lakes, beech forest, mountain vistas, tussock
grasslands, back country rivers and rural farmland
Ð without once encroaching on the pristine
wilderness of Fiordland National Park.

It will enable people from all walks of life to
experience and absorb, in an intimate way, parts
of New Zealand they may otherwise never see,
thereby fulfilling the ÔPure New ZealandÕ promise
without compromising areas of great cultural and
environmental significance.

The journey includes opportunities to stop and
appreciate the natural surroundings at three
points en route. Passengers will be able to
experience, in a controlled way, the bush first
hand, to feel, smell and hear it as well as see it
up close.

The Fiordland Link Experience will create real
benefits for its local communities while operating
in a way that is sustainable for both the
environment and tourism industry. The three
purpose-built forms of transport are designed
for maximum experience with minimal impact
as visitors are introduced to the stunning
geography and natural environment that link
Queenstown and Te Anau.

Riverstone Holdings Ltd is committed to
establishing a successful tourism business with
the long-term goal of capturing projected visitor
growth to New Zealand and directing those
benefits into the wider Te Anau region.
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The trip
The Fiordland Link Experience is divided into
three sections. A welcome at the Queenstown
terminal is followed by a 20km catamaran trip
across Lake Wakatipu to Mt Nicholas Station.

On the wharf at Mt Nicholas, passengers will
transfer to all terrain vehicles (ATVÕs) for a 45km
trip to the Kiwi Burn monorail terminus. The
ATVÕs will travel up the Von River Valley, crossing
the saddles into the Oreti River Valley then the
Oreti/Mararoa saddle to the Kiwi Burn terminus
located between the Mavora Lakes Road and
the Mararoa River. This section of the journey
will use existing back country county roads.

Here people could have the opportunity to break
the trip and enjoy a managed freedom bush
walk. This will provide opportunities to develop
walks of one to three hours duration during
which they will be introduced to the values of
the forest and tussock grasslands and the cultural
history of New Zealand.

Passengers will transfer from here to an
electrically powered monorail for a 41km
trip through tussock land, Snowden Forest
and farmland.

This route will travel over the Kiwi
Burn/Whitestone saddle, around the side of
Limestone Hill and along the edge of the valley
between Whitestone and the Upukerora saddle.
After continuing down the right bank of a major
tributary to the Upukerora, the route crosses
that river and travels up the north-east ridge of
Dunton Swamp to the Dunton Saddle.

It will travel briefly in open tussock country and
alongside Beech forest before dropping down
to the centre of the valley, then through Te Anau
Downs farmland and finally crossing Highway
94 at Te Anau Downs between Te Anau and
Milford Sound.
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Te Anau and Lake Te Anau

Lake Wakatipu and Queenstown

Boardwalk through bush and canopy




